








 

George Yefchak NJACA Corrections Quarterly  

JACKIE LEVEN SAID…   
WHO IS JACKIE LEVEN??? 

I am not I 
I am this one walking beside me 

--- Jackie Leven 

By: Steve Troyanovich 

Jackie Leven Said  (Cooking Vinyl, 2005) is the 
name of a collaborative album done with Ian Rankin, 
Scottish crime writer best known for his Inspector 
Rebus novels.  Moreover, it is likely that few readers of 
this article have ever heard of Jackie Leven or are 
familiar with any aspect of his work. 

Jackie Leven is usually described as a Scottish 
songwriter and folk musician.  However, he is far more 
than merely what is conveyed by that description.  As 
one critic recently pointed out, Leven is in danger of 

becoming a living Scottish national treaure. 

Born in Fife, Scotland Leven was forced to leave his childhood home at an early age as the result of  
becoming the subject of a local gang vendetta and issues with the police in northern England. 

He is clearly one of the most prolific and powerful songwriters working in Europe today.   Known also to 
have a very commanding stage presence when performing, his name for the most part remains unknown 
outside of Europe. 

Leven made his debut into the music industry in the late 1960s and later formed the critically aclaimed 
band, Doll by Doll in 1978.  It was at this juncture in his career that he honed his songwriter skills. 

Doll by Doll was a band proverbially outside its own time.  Although highly praised,  the band never found 
a sustaining audience.  The dark power of the Leven lyrics was in marked contrast to the fashionable 
unserious music of the day. 

In 1984 he was the victim of a brutal and unprovoked attack in the street while working on his first solo 
release.  This attack left him unable to speak for almost two years. As a  result of not being able to sing, he 
lost his record contract. It was during this period that he turned to heroin and became an addict. He 
eventually cured himself in a nontraditional manner via the use of acupuncture and pyschic healing.  His 
experiences led him to form the CORE Trust, a treatment foundation that utilizes a holistic approach  in 
dealing with addiction. 

To this day,  the CORE Trust operates a treatment center  in the heart of London, treating all forms of 
addiction.  It remains the United Kingdom’s only fully holistic service for the healing of addictions.  Jackie 
Leven has been their manager, chair of Trustees, and is currently the patron, having had a good working 
relationship with the late Princess of Wales who had a keen interest in the Trust. 

Since 1994 Jackie Leven has released fifteen official albums as well as a series of 
limited edition releases of fanclub-only live albums. He has also released albums 
under the names “Sir Vincent Lone” and “John St. Field”. 

His newest album is Lovers at the Gun Club (Cooking Vinyl, 2008).  Several of 
his albums are scheduled to be reissued within the next few months and a new Sir 
Vincent Lone recording (Troubadour Heart) is scheduled for release this March.  

His John St Field recording , Control (Vinyl Cooking, 1971),  is also scheduled to 
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be reissued in March. 

On February 16, 2009,  The Haunted Year:  Winter:  Men In Prison & Munich Blues was released by 
Cooking Vinyl.  This double CD is the first in a series of four double CDs to be released from previous recordings 
available originally only through the now defunct Jackie Leven fan club called The Haunted Valley. 

Men In Prison was a live solo performance at Bergen Prison in Norway.  In his opening remarks to the 
prisoners, Leven spoke about his drug use, prison time, and heroin addiction. 

A signature characteristic of a Jackie Leven album is the inclusion of poetry interspersed throughout the work.  
His recordings have included poetry by James Wright, Kenneth Patchen, e.e. cummings, William Butler Yeats, 
Robert Bly, Antonio Machado, Rumi, Pablo Neruda, Osip Mandelstam, Rainer Maria Rilke, Rolf Jacobsen and 
others. 

His lyrics have been described as possessing a brave poetic beauty filled with nocturnal tapestries and 
devastating emotional transference.  There is an uncompromising quality to his work combined with a stark 
confidence. He has carved out his own musical path and identity from the underbelly of the conrete jungle to the 
plaintive, untamed Celtic melancholy of the Highlands. 

Leven recordings recommended for initial listening include:  Fairytales For Hardmen (Cooking Vinyl, 1997),  
Night Lilies (Cooking Vinyl, 1998),  Defending Ancient Springs (Cooking Vinyl, 2000), Creatures of 
Light and Darkness (Cooking Vinyl, 2000),  For Peace Comes Dropping Slow (Cooking Vinyl, 2004),  
and Oh What a Blow That Phantom Dealt Me !  (Cooking Vinyl, 2007). 

 

Readers wanting to learn more about Jackie Leven and his work are referred to the following websites:  
www.jackieleven.co.uk, www.myspace.com/thejackieleven, www.mmacve.mistral.co.uk/jackie.html, 
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Jackie... 

huge crowd gathered. It was very risky, and the consequences were dear. Here, on the house, it was not risky. It 
was safe. The first time it was an act of rebellion; this time it is an expression of art. And if the two are combined, 
it reflects my pursuit of spiritual, artistic freedom."  
 
This is his ultimate aim, he says, leaning forward intently. "I want to write my poems on the sky," he says, "so 
everyone can read them."  
 
Later, reviewing my notes, I recognized the line. It comes from 
the poem for which he is best known: "Song of the Torches." 
The translation I have reads: "It seemed to me that there was 
nobody else in the church, nor / In the city, nor in the whole 
world. The sky was my paper, / And I was holding an immense 
brush to write on it."  
 
Susan Hutton's first book of poems is On the Vanishing of Large Creatures. She lives in Ann Arbor.  
 
© 2007 by Susan Hutton. All rights reserved.  
 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Huang Xiang has recently moved to New York City.  
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"I want to write my poems 
on the sky," he says, "so 
everyone can read them." 
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